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Welcome to Issue no. 41 of our Nervsletter! Here is an inspiring paragraph reminding readers of the
value of tvalking, v'ritten in a time before motor vehicles had taken over public space:

'...Above all, do not lose your desire to rvalk: every day I rt'alk myself into a state of rvell-being and
rvalk arvay from every illness; I have walked myself into my best thoughts and I knorv of no thought so
burdensome that one cannot rvalk arvay from it ... but by sitting still, and the more one sits still. the
closer one comes to feeling ill ...Thus if one just keeps on rvalking, everything u'ill be all right.'
(Kierkegaarde. letter 1847)

l) A refresher of our basic aims as in our policv statement:

- To put across and promote walking as a means of transport
- To carnpaign for the safery and convenience of pedestrians
- To put pedestrians at the centre of transport issues, planning and systems

To provide a body for the formal consultation of pedestrians when plaru and decisions relating to them are
made

- To be a public and carnpaigning voice for the interests of people who use pavements and footu'ays

2) Saturday September 22"d is European Car-Free Day. OxPA is celebrating with our own demo. We will
produce a leaflet and balloons, and do press-work. On Saturday 22nd we rvill meet at 10.30am at
Orford railu'ay station to hand out our leaflets. At 12.30pm rve will rvalk up George Street to Broad
Street rvhere rve rvill have a picnic (bring your orvn!). For more details ring Corinne. Details will be
finalised at OxPA's Septernber meeting.

3) Broad Street 'improvements'. Sadly, these do not look like improvements for pedestrians at all. Bailiol
College and the local traders said they did not want benches on Broad Street as benches 'attract unsuitable
people.' OxPA disagreed with this, but was in a nrinority at the July consultation meeting. Corinne
suggested benches in the middle of the street, but the rnajority at the meeting wanted car parking, so that
car parking is what is returning. A sad step backrvards for Oxford Transport Strategy.

+) At the same time, traffic calming is to be removed from Longrvall Street. The argurnent put forward by
County Otficers is that traffic levels har,e fallen on Longu,all Street, and the speed cushions are crurnbling
as they were not done to a high enough standard. Instead of traffic calming there is to be 'nronitoring',

q'hich is no consolation to u'alkers u'ho have found the route above all less dangerous and polluted over the
past two years than it had been for decades.

5) Special Constables. Ji l i  and Jenny met n' i th Special Constable Ali  Gunston, to discuss the problern of
people c),cling on pa\/ements. N4s Gunston gave a desperate shortage of person po\\'er as the reason for
not bl i tzins pavement r iding and using the f30 on-the-spot f ine, now legally available to the police. Slre
said thev had done i t  once and had f ined a lo t  o f  people.  and that  she u 'ou ld t rv  to  get  i t  done again.  - l i l l
and Jennl ' tr ied to coltvey the f-eeling t l iat pedestrians u'ere under siege and had al l  but lost t l ie batt le for
a l i t t le  space of  our  own.  (For  exarnple.  corr t rar l  to  the i r  ou 'n adv ice.  and \ \ ' i thout  berng r . r ' i l l ing to  get
dr ivers to  keep to t l te  speed l imi t  on \ \ 'oodstoc l i  Road.  a nc\ \  c1 'c le  lane l ras l reen painted onto the
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t l tat i f  \  ou are pu.shing a v'heelcltair or pushchair past the telephone bor outsidc St Edu'ard's
scl lool, 1ou cither have to negotiate a verv auknard burttp. or not * 'alk al<l l tg the rrhole route.
I - lpr ic i i l  l i i c i . ,  o f  r i tougl i t  rbr  ua ikcrs. )
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61 l lorvcrer .  a  p iece o l 'g t - roc l  t tc*s  fbr  a  c l tar tge!  
' l ' l te  par i i t l te l l l  t -x t  t i te  sorr th  s ic ie  ot 'New,Road i ,

apparentl) being w'idenecl l l1 2-3 feet aloltg i ts rvhole lertgth. T'his ntust be the f irst tnre pavemegt
u' icleuing since OrP.\ startccl!

7) - l-r io \ ' ,r- i)-\ t te a.i t l :- lsscs ior those conti) l .rter l i Icr-: l t . '  i lnlf .r l tgsi t ts: 1l;-: ; t l ' r '  a reDaai ol ' the ' \ \ 'alkins in Totvris
and Ciries' one: !_tUjl;i lrluv.prtlia-r,llgnt$ii*c,rrrilllr_e!!\skutrr,tt!_t llittlutrJtlu, and secondly the
ac ld ress  i b r  rhe  Na t iona l  P  A ' s  exce l l en t ' L i v i ng  S t ree ts ' ca r rpa ign .  l aunched  on  Augus t  2 '7 ' h ' .

111 uJ i rlqggLree ts. {) r'g.tdi.

8) An idea for Britain. In Santa lvlonica apparently they are experimenting rr, ' i th rubber pavements. macle
out of used car tyres. There are various advantages to this, such as fewer tr ip fal ls, fewer broken bones,
Iess car tyre \!aste in landfi l l  si tes. and sltoes gett ing less rvorn out! We are a long wal,off this type of
thinking in Britain, but i f  Cali tbrnia can do it .  there is no reason u'hy we should not.

9) Ra1 has some good large sticliers for rvindscreens of pavenrent car parkers. Your Nervsletter Editor
has lots of experience of using these, and can vouch for their effectiveness. Thev are simple,
empou,ering, and a satist,ving way of making ones t'eelings known without confrontation and without
harm.

10) We were very sorry to hear of the sudden death of long time OxPA member, Mrs Brayne, and
send our lvarmest condolences to her husband, Reg.

Our nert trvo meetings are ou Mondays September 18th, and October 15ft, at 7pm in Oxford Torvn Hall.
Please come, and bring anyone you like lvith you. Everybody is rvelcome!
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