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tfelcome to rssue No.3l of oxpA's newsletter! Aporogies
for its rateness. your newsletter Editor's computer
crashed, swarrowing it up irretrievabry. so, thls ls lt.
The New Mirlennium. For pedestrians in the city centre
at midnight on December 31st it was a mixed experience.
Great patches of traffic-free streets (because so lnany
peopre were avray from home for the period), and some
herrish streets with anarchic drunk drivers tearing up
and down, horns blaring. so the conflict over pubric
space and who it is best geared towards moves into the
21st century.

(1) Renewar time for oxpA members. The cost is stir l
E3 per year,  for  s ix newsretters and the chance to at tend
interest ing meet ings.  p lease send cheques (donat ions
always wercome) to Tony cox at  New cor lege, oxford.  or
f i r l  in one of  the standing order forms enclosed wlth
th is  news le t te r .
2) tfarking oor or rather in, water. Giant puddres at
the base of  the s loping pavement crossings, created for
the ors,  make them impossibre to use, unress you can jump
across them. shourd anyone f ind themserves having to
negot iate such an obstacle,  p lease save your i r r i tat ion
and r ing Dar iusz Sereschinsky on [91, giv ing the
rocat ion.  He wirr  pass on the detairs to t ,he relevant
engineer.  Apparent ly Aran Broodworth tgL is current ly
deal ing wi th such problems at  the stat ion s i te.
3) on Leopord street in East oxford new development prans
incrude crossfalrs (i.e. pavement sropes acroas the
width) for  20-30 yards on each side of  the road in order
to give cars access to their  parking spaces. Even the
fit and abre find sroping pavements uncomfortable to walk
oor those with any walk ing di f f icurty or who are uslng
push-chairs or wheelchairs can f ind them painful  or  even
impossibre to use. An of f icer at  a pedestr ian and cycre
sub-committee tord oxpA that tegarly they are bound to
provide access for cars and this takes precedence over
pedestr ians!  OXPA is not convinced of  th is and, anyway,
they could try and design it better. oxpA has writt,en to
the Pranning committee and pointed out that cars se6m to
have no diff icurty getting onto kerbed pavements if t,hey
want to park on them! rf you are concerned about a
crossfarr  you can r ing ei ther John Keene or John cramer
t  I  at  t .he c i ty counci l .
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4) Buitding sites. where do we begin to make an impact?
The former Post  o f f ice s i te  in  Becket  s t reet  has been
comprete ly  fenced of f  incruding a l r  the pavement ,s  up to
the kerb l ine.  At  the top of  war ton crescent  there are
bui lders '  vehic les on one pavement  and fenced-of f
suppl ies on the other .  outs ide Debenhams in  the c i ty
centre we had a doubred pavement  for  a  whi re,  now i t  is
reduced to a s t r ip  so narrow that  unress you are
unencumbered, l i the and shadow-thin, you cannot walk
a l o n g  i t .
5) At 2pm- on Friday January 2gth there wirr be an
of f iciar city Pedestrian and cycre sub-cormittee walk
f rom oxford s tat ion,  through the centre to  the p la in .
Everyone is encouraged to come arong. we have notes from
the rast  wark sor  at  each stager  w€ can see what  has or
has not  been changed.  I t  should be in terest ing.
6) Horspath Road traff ic calming. Ji l l  Haas has walked
the s i te  and wr i t ten to  the counci l  on oxpA's  behal f
making var ious suggest ions.  she has a lso asked them, as
a genera l  po int ,  to  pay more at tent ion t ,o  the deta i red,
on- the-ground engineer ing so as not  to  repeat  some of  the
di f f icur t  and dangerous s i tuat ions for  pedestr ians that
there are,  for  example,  in  Magdalen Road.
7l rt is rikely that the constitution of the national
Pedestrians Association wilt  change and t,his wirr need to
incrude a regular isat ion of  the rerat ionship between
rocar  groups and the nat ionar  associat , ion.  This  might
involve a need f or everyone to be a member of t ,he
nationar PA. This is in order to conform to the demands
of  the char i ty  commiss ion.  oxpA wi l r  keep you in formed,
but  is  th ink ing of  maybe in t roducing a Suppor ters '
subscr ip t ion for  those who fee l  they cannot  af ford a
na t i ona l  one .

Arl this and more wirr be discussed at our meetings on
Monday January 17th and February 21st at zpm in oxford
Town HalI . Everybody is welcome !
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